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After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 
them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are 
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one anothers' feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done for you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if 
you do them. Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and who-
ever receives me receives him who sent me." (John 13:12-17, 20 NRSV) 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Our gospel passage (See above) reminds us in word and deed, that Jesus was a servant leader. He personally 
modeled for the disciples, and us, how we are to welcome one another, respect one another, serve one  
another, and love one another.  

As we  approach the beginning of my fourth month with you, we have already begun our work together!  
We have also identified many mission opportunities available to us as the Florence Parish. Our collective 
work was seen in our very successful "Summer Day at Fortune Lake Camp." The 17 children and 15 adults 
in attendance had a wonderful day, as we furthered God's mission, enjoyed God's creation, and shared in  
fellowship one with another. Thank you to everyone who contributed their time and talents. 

We are furthering God's mission in other ways as well, by reaching out to community members and sharing 
God's love. "Come to Supper" has resumed, and many attendees have expressed how happy they are to see 
its return! Some of us have been attending the ADRC Senior Meals; a time of fellowship with others in the 
Florence community. We will be offering another GriefShare class facilitated by Kim Richmond, beginning 
August 16. Bethlehem's Council will soon be discussing potential projects for a "God's Work, Our Hands 
Sunday," on September 11th. (If you have suggestions, please let a Council member know.) Other mission 
projects are being considered; local, regional and worldwide projects and activities that further God's mis-
sion, provide assistance to others in need, and help us and others to learn about God and God's love.  

(continued on page 4) 
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Thanks to all who contributed work and/or food for our  
“Worship in the Park” service that moved to First because of wet  

conditions.  We also thank First for the use of their building.  



Page 3 T H E  F I S H E R M A N                          

 
  CHURCH OFFICE 

 
The Parish office is in the new wing of the First 
Presbyterian Church at 409 Lake Avenue.  The 
office phone number is (715) 528-4851 and our 
email address is florpar@borderlandnet.net.  
Barb Marden, our administrative assistant, is in 
the office Tuesday through Thursday, 8:30 am 
to 3:00 pm.  She will be off on Monday and 
Friday. 
 
CONTACTING PASTOR CATHY 
Pastor Cathy plans to be in the office on Tues-
day and Wednesday mornings.  If you need her 
at other times, please text her or knock on the 
door at the pastor’s residence. 
 
The best way to contact her is by texting her 
cell phone at 608-865-1074 or emailing her at 
cathleenmorris@go.mccormick.edu. 
 

 
 

 
Wednesday, August 10, 6:30 pm 

Church Council Meeting at Bethlehem 
 

Saturday, August 13, 10:00 am 
Suicide Prevention and Mental Health 
Resilience Presentation by Mary Van 

Haute, Florence Library 
 

Tuesday,  August 16, 6:00 pm 
Grief Support Group at First 

 
Wednesday, August 17, 4:00 pm 

Session Meeting at First 
 

Friday, August 19, 10:00 am 
Pastor Cathy leads worship at  

Florence Health Services 
 

Monday, August 22, 5:00 pm 
Come to Supper 

FIRST COMMUNION 
Demetrius Campbell and Cicely Moore both attended their First Commun-
ion class  this past month and Demetrius took his First Communion on 
Sunday, July 31.  The Communion bread served on Sunday, August 7, was 
made by Demetrius and Cicely. 

GRIEFSHARE GROUP BEGINS 
Kim Richmond will again offer the Grief-
Share program designed to support people 
dealing with the loss of a loved one.  The 
group will have its first meeting on Tuesday, 
August 16 at 6:00 pm.  The meeting will 
take place at First Presbyterian in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  At the meeting, the group will 
determine the best time to meet going for-
ward.  The group will meet for 13 weeks, 
although it is not necessary to attend every 
meeting. 

CHURCH ACTS HELD IN JULY 
 

                FUNERALS 
“I am the resurrection and the Life” 

Richard E. Wertanen 
 

BAPTISMS 
“Go therefore and make disciples” 

None 
 

WEDDINGS 
“The Two Shall Become One Flesh”                                  

None  



T H E  F I S H E R M A N                          Page 4 

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR (continued from page 2) 

As a reminder of our work together, in our past two newsletters, I have included excerpts from Bishop  
Finegan's sermon from my Installation Service. Her words offer an important message to us. Here is what 
Bishop Finegan said about the gospel passage, John 13:12-17, 20-- 

From the gospel of John, we are reminded of when Jesus took  a towel and a basin of water and 
washed the feet of his disciples. Jesus adopted the posture of a servant and took on the work of one 
who is most often of the unseen or ignored. But by becoming that person, Jesus draws our sight, our 
attention, to those whom the world may well deem unworthy of attention. And from that position of 
service and humility, Jesus offers care and comfort, but most of all, Jesus offers his disciples, then 
and now, a clear and compelling example for those who would follow him... 

To offer compassion and care. This is the action at the heart of ministry. Our goal is not to keep the 
doors open so that someday our funeral can be in a building that we love. Our mission is not to fill 
the pews so that we can avoid grief over our own decline. Our purpose is not to get more people to 
become members so that it's easier to pay the bills. God has gathered us together as the body of 
Christ in the world in order to proclaim and share the love of God in Christ Jesus. It is as simple, and 
as difficult, as that.  

Now I'd like to think that if we do that, if we are faithful disciples and witnesses and we keep the 
main thing the main thing, that the rest of all that we care about will follow. I'd like to think that peo-
ple will be drawn to the light of Christ that they see in you, that people will want to become who 
they see you to be, that this community of faith in the congregations of First and Bethlehem will so 
embody Christ that people will respond to your invitations to become part of the mission you pursue, 
feel welcomed into the fellowship you enjoy, share the responsibility you honor to keep this partner-
ship alive and thriving and keep this portion of the body of Christ alive and well. 

Let us follow Bishop Finegan's words, through mission, fellowship, and partnership, as we seek to "keep 
this portion of the body of Christ alive and well." Thanks be to God! 

Peace, 

Pastor Cathy 

A SUMMER DAY AT CAMP 
Seventeen children and fifteen adults attended our Summer Day at (Fortune Lake) 
Camp.  With the direction of the camp staff, the children had a great time playing 
games, doing arts and crafts, swimming, kayaking, boating, hearing a Bible story 
and eating lunch at the picnic tables.  All agreed they’d like to go to the camp 
again. 
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BETHLEHEM CHURCH COUNCIL NOTES 
 

The July 13, 2022, meeting of the Council was called to order at 6:35 p.m. Pastor Cathy and five Council 
members were present.  Pastor Cathy offered the opening prayer. The minutes of June 8, 2022 were re-
viewed and approved with a few corrections. May and June 2022 Treasurer's reports were accepted. 
      Pastor Cathy performed two hospital visits, three health-related home visits, and six Bethlehem parish-
ioner visits since the last meeting. She also led worship at Florence Health Center. She met with three staff 
members at St. Vincent regarding “Summer Day at Camp,” and ADRC staff regarding senior meals and 

gift  certificates. She participated in “Come to Supper” in June, where she greeted guests, led prayer and had fellowship. 
She attended the community Father’s Day breakfast and the Florence Historical Society quilt show at Maxsell’s. She 
began attending (in July) senior meals at the Florence Community Center and is encouraging parishioners to attend. She 
offered prayer and helped at the funeral luncheon for Martin Koski, father of Dianne Olive, at First. 

The Synod Youth Ministry Team will be providing ideas and strategies to attract, involve and retain young people 
in their program “Grow Young,” beginning on September 13th.  Fortune Lake Camp’s musical “One Wonderful Day” is 
Saturday, August 6th at 3:00 p.m. Weekly prayers are requested for Churchwide Assembly being held August 8-12 in 
Columbus, Ohio. Mission Interpreters are needed for Temple Talks to be conducted this fall.  

We are moving ahead with "A Summer Day at Camp". Eight children are signed up to date.  
It was suggested that a note be placed on the door at First with a message to drop deliveries at the manse. If Pastor 

Cathy is not there deliveries can be taken to Florence Motor Sales.  
Some discussion took place about local ministry opportunities and how to identify and address them. An infor-

mation discussion will be scheduled for Sunday, July 24 after the service during Fellowship to get more ideas.  
Pastor Cathy will be doing a First Communion class for Demetrius Campbell and Cicely Moore using a  

Daniel Erlander Book published by Augsburg Fortress. Mary VanHaute will work with the kids to bake  
communion bread.  

Members were reminded to bring a friend to Lake Emily for Worship in the Park, Sunday, August 7th at 10:00 a.m. 
Ben Lehto will play guitar, and a potluck will follow.

Kim Richmond will be leading GriefShare classes again starting either August 9th or 16th for 13 weeks. These 
classes will be open to the community as well as the churches.  

As we have gone beyond the time for a "Welcome" service we are looking at the second week in October for a 
"Sending" service to send our snowbirds off safely to their winter homes.  

The ELCA has designated September 11th as a work day for "God's Work, Our Hands". This item will be added to 
the next agenda to narrow down ideas and a possible decision.  

It was suggested that the responses after the readings and before and after the Gospel reading could be added back 
in the printed bulletin. It was also suggested that an announcement could be made prior to Communion as to which way 
it will be served, table by table or in the aisle. The Council was also asked to consider the possibility of videotaping ser-
vices again.  

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, August 10th at 6:30 p.m. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
with “The Lord's Prayer.” 

SESSION MEETING NOTES 
 

The Session and Deacons met in Fellowship Hall on July 28th at 6:00 p.m.  Four Session members and two 
Deacons were present.  Pastor Cathy, who moderated, opened the meeting with prayer and welcomed 
Deacons Lois Ann Johnson and Patty Knispel. For the Session’s ministry of service, Karen is scheduled 
for August and Frank volunteered for September. 
 
Of note in our Pastor’s Report were: 
· We celebrated our Lord’s Supper during worship on Sunday July 3rd. 
· A nice time was had by 17 children and 15 adults at the “Summer Day at Camp” event.  Thanks to all who 

participated, the School District for the use of the bus and to the volunteer driver, Bucko Soderberg. A donation will 
be made to the school to defray the cost of gas for the bus. 

· Pastor Cathy led worship at Florence Health Services on July 15th. Chris Warren played her violin for hymn singing. 
Pastor plans to continue with monthly worship there. 

(continued on page 6) 
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SESSION MEETING NOTES (continued from page 5) 
 

· Pastor Cathy continues her visits with parishioners. Please sign up for your visit. 
· The original musical about Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp and a dinner following at the camp are set for Saturday, Au-

gust 6th, 3:00 p.m.  Tickets and meal reservations must be made in advance. 
· It was decided to have communion at our annual outdoor worship to be held at the Lake Emily Pavilion on Sunday, 

August 7th, at 10 a.m.  A potluck brunch will follow. 
· Prayer cards are available at both churches to be completed for prayer concerns each Sunday. Those folks will also be 

added to the Parish prayer chain. 
· Session approved having a memorial service on Saturday, October 1st for Al Goman at the church. Pastor Cathy will 

lead the service and Pr. Ryan Flunker from Sagola will participate at the request of Kathy Goman. Our Presbytery 
Committee on Ministry has agreed with this plan. We’ve offered to host a luncheon to follow the service. 

· A community needs request for a mentor for someone was shared.  At this time Session members were not aware of 
anyone with those skills. 

 

Session reviewed the reports of our treasurer.  It was noted that of the $1216 assessed by the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
for our per capita for 2022, $808 had been earmarked in contributions for that purpose. We have paid the full amount with 
our budgeted funds. 
 

Pastor Cathy thanked our Deacons for their work among us.  Pat Christian had submitted a written report of their treasury 
which has a balance of $1,353.56, explaining that $1,000 is designated for their Adopt-a-Family project and family needs 
during the year.  
 

The “Come to Supper” meal for July was cancelled due to the funeral of Dick Wertanen occurring on that day.  The cur-
rent balance in their treasury is $812.38.  Pat has stated that monthly meals will continue through November and then be 
suspended for the winter, beginning again in April of 2023. 
 

Other items discussed by the Session: 
· Discussion continued about various items being purchased in bulk.  In addition to savings, delivery would be helpful. 

Barb and Debbie are pursuing the options. 
· A decision was made to move the phone landline from the manse to the kitchen at the church since Pastor Cathy main-

ly uses her cellphone.  Debbie offered to look into magnets which list all the phone numbers. 
· The Worship Committee has met once to consider worship format, hymns, prayer, communion distribution and a re-

view of an additional small hymnal. Another meeting will be scheduled. 
· Those present convened briefly in the sanctuary to rehearse communion set-up and distribution as discussed by the 

committee. 
· Kim Richmond will be offering the GriefShare program for those interested.   The initial meeting will be at the church 

on Tuesday, August 16th, 6 p.m. Publicity will be out soon.  Additional workbooks will be ordered. 
 

Building and Grounds issues: 
· Session agreed to accept the Northern Carpets bid for the upstairs bathroom in the manse of $1883.77 which includes 

removing the existing floor covering and a warranty for the work.  
· Frank will continue to follow-up on the roofing concerns and cleaning the outdoor sign. 
· St. George Glass has completed the window covering for the north side sanctuary window and installed brush guards 

on the church entrance doors. Balcony windows will be here in the fall. 
· We await more information on the flashing lights variety of smoke detectors. 
· A magazine rack and conference room chairs are still on the agenda. 
· Volunteer lawn mowers are needed. A suggestion was made to purchase a mower for the church.   

No action taken. 
· Tentative settings for heating and air-conditioning were reviewed.  
· Everyone was reminded to be certain lights within in the building are off prior to leaving in the evening.  
 

Karen shared that the Emergency Food and Shelter (EFSP) Board has approved $12,622 in funding for our Florence 
County ADRC agency for purchase of equipment, food and gift cards for food. Some of the gift cards in past grants were 
placed in Adopt-a-Family baskets. 
 

The next meeting of the Session was set for 4:00 p.m. on the third Wednesday of the month which in August is the 17th.  
 
The meeting was then adjourned and we closed with our Lord’s Prayer in unison. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

   BETHLEHEM COUNCIL 
Kay Campbell  
Bill Fleming 
Denise Foltz 

Robert Friberg 
Ben Lehto 

Diane Theis 
 

FIRST’S DEACONS 
Pat Christian 

Joan Churchill 
Kelly Johnson 

Lois Ann Johnson 
Lisa Novak 
Janell White 

           MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH COUNCIL, SESSION, & DEACONS 

  
AT FIRST 

8/7 - Braden Boettcher 
8/13 - Jeffrey Boettcher 

8/19 - Billy McCoy 
8/30 - Scott Wertanen 

8/30 - Kristopher Johnson 
9/1 - Kathy Wertanen 
9/1 - Linda Johnson 
9/6 - Barb Soderberg 
9/12 - Edie Teichert 
9/13 - Evan Johnson 

9/16 - Pam Smith 
9/23 - Janell White 

9/25 - Kenzi Gummin 
 9/27 - Samantha DeMuri 

 
Anniversaries 

8/8 - Scott & Kathy Wertanen 
8/11 - Jim & Joan Swanson 

8/17 - LeRoy & Eloise Nelson 
9/7 - Jim & Wendy Gehlhoff 
 9/30 - Jim & Paula Churchill 

 

AT BETHLEHEM  
                  8/9 - Gail Valine 

8/13 - Loralee Springer 
8/21 - Barb Marden 

8/22 -Wayne Voelker 
 8/23 - Kaden Campbell 

8/29 - Kelli Ashe 
9/2 - Margriet Nelson 
9/19 - Elaine Johnson 
9/24 - Mark Springer 

9/26 - Bill Pestor 
9/28 - Timothy Schwanz 

9/29 - Laura Schwanz 
 

Anniversaries 
8/19 - Mark & Loralee Springer 
8/22 - Chris & Margriet Nelson 

8/27 - Bill & Kay Pestor 
8/28- Bob & JoAnne Friberg 
8/29 - Ben & Jackie Lehto 
9/12 - Curtis & Joan Spears 

FIRST’S SESSION 
Frank DeCleene 
Debbie DeMuri 
Jim Gehlhoff 
Jan Roberts 

Karen Wertanen 
Janell White 
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                                Zucchini Mac and Cheese                    Barb 
 
 

The Florence Parish 
PO. Box 47 

Florence, WI  54121 
A Partnership in Christian Ministry of: 

First Presbyterian Church & Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
                              The Rev. Cathleen A. Morris, Pastor 
 
 
 

 

                   Address  Service Requested 

If anyone has 
a favorite  
recipe to 

share, 
Please e-mail 
or send it to 

Barb. 

Ingredients: 
10 ounces dry pasta shells  
2 tablespoons butter 
¼ cup all-purpose flour 
½ teaspoon onion powder 
½ teaspoon garlic powder 
1 1/2 cups milk 
1/4 teaspoon salt, plus more to taste 
Freshly ground black pepper 

6 oz. sharp cheddar cheese (about 1 ½ cups 
shredded cheddar cheese) 
1 1/2 heaping cups shredded zucchini that’s 
been squeezed of excess moisture with a paper 
towel 
For topping: 
2 oz. sharp cheddar cheese, shredded and re-
served for the topping (or about ½ cup shredded 
cheddar cheese) 

1. First boil the noodles until al dente, according to the directions on the package. Once 
done cooking, drain and set aside. 

2. While the noodles are boiling, make a slurry: In a large oven safe skillet or pot add but-
ter and place over medium heat. Once butter is melted, whisk in a little bit of the flour 
and then slowly add in milk, a little bit at a time, alternating with the flour and vigorous-
ly whisking away any lumps. Bring mixture to a boil, then reduce heat and simmer for a 
few minutes stirring every so often, until the sauce thickens up similar to a gravy. Stir in 
garlic powder, onion powder, salt and freshly ground black pepper. 

3. Next add in 6 ounces (or about 1 ½ cups) of shredded sharp cheddar cheese and stir until 
completely melted. Finally fold in cooked noodles and shredded zucchini. Taste and add 
more salt and pepper, if desired. 

4. Top mac and cheese with 2 ounces of shredded cheddar cheese. At this point you can 
either serve the mac and cheese as is and just fold in the extra cheddar you just added, or 
remove from heat and place under the broiler for 1-2 minutes or until cheese is bubbly 
and slightly golden. Serves 4 as a main, 6 as a side dish 


